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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. Course Description: This Directed Study will examine urban water security issues, especially 

from a “social construction of risk” perspective. It will merge theory and praxis, by involving 

the student in a collaborative project analyzing community-centered meanings of water 

(in)security in Detroit, pertaining especially to water affordability and stormwater flooding, 

and exposing the student to interdisciplinary research conversations. This is a 2-credit 

Directed Study. 

2. Learning Outcomes: As a result of this Directed Study, the student will: 

a. Learn about the social construction of risk perspective 

b. Learn about the emerging interdisciplinary scholarship around water security 

c. Partake in scholarly networks centered on household water insecurity 

d. Participate in existing research team efforts around urban water (in)security in Detroit 

e. Contribute toward writing literature review and analyzing data on urban water 

(in)security in Detroit 

COURSE ASSESSMENT: 

The student will be assessed on the basis of the following: 

1. Attending fortnightly webinar sessions hosted by the Household Water Insecurity 

(HWISE) Research Coordination Network (RCN), hosted by Dr. Wendy Jepson (Texas 

A&M University), taking detailed notes, and sharing 1 page write-ups on each session. 

2. Discussion of suggested readings (see below) for the Directed Study 

3. Quality and rigor of participation in group manuscript examining community-centered 

meanings of water (in)security in Detroit; specifically, this involves helping write the 

literature review, analyze data, and write portions of the findings and discussion sections. 

COURSE SCHEDULE: 

Directed Study meetings will be scheduled weekly or biweekly, depending on level of at-home 

writing work assigned. HWISE RCN webinar sessions are usually held every two weeks.  

  

http://www.detroitwaterstories.wordpress.com/
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READING LIST: (Note: This is a tentative list, and there may be additions/deletions) 

 

Water Security & Risks: 

Cook, C., & Bakker, K. (2012). Water security: Debating an emerging paradigm. Global 

Environmental Change, 22(1), 94-102. doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2011.10.011 

Garrick, D., & Hall, J. W. (2014). Water security and society: Risks, metrics, and 

pathways. Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 39(1), 611-639. 

doi:10.1146/annurev-environ-013012-093817 

Jepson, W., Budds, J., Eichelberger, L., Harris, L., Norman, E., O'Reilly, K., . . . Young, S. 

(2017). Advancing human capabilities for water security: A relational approach. Water 

Security, 1, 46-52. doi:10.1016/j.wasec.2017.07.001 

Nounkeu, C., Kamgno, J., & Dharod, J. (2019). Assessment of the relationship between water 

insecurity, hygiene practices, and incidence of diarrhea among children from rural 

households of the menoua division, west cameroon. Journal of Public Health in 

Africa, 10(1), 951. doi:10.4081/jphia.2019.951 

Padowski, J., Carrera, L., & Jawitz, J. (2016). Overcoming urban water insecurity with 

infrastructure and institutions. Water Resources Management, 30(13), 4913-4926. 

doi:10.1007/s11269-016-1461-0 

Stebbing, M. S., Carey, M., Sinclair, M., & Sim, M. (2013). Understanding the vulnerability, 

resilience and adaptive capacity of households in rural victorian towns in the context of 

long-term water insecurity. Australasian Journal of Water Resources, 17(2), 193-201. 

doi:10.7158/W13-020.2013.17.2 

Swain, M., McKinney, E., & Susskind, L. (2020). Water shutoffs in older american cities: 

Causes, extent, and remedies. Journal of Planning Education and Research, , 739456. 

doi:10.1177/0739456X20904431 

Teodoro, M. P. (2019). Water and sewer affordability in the united states. AWWA Water 

Science, 1(2), e1129-n/a. doi:10.1002/aws2.1129 

Wood, E. A., Douglas, H., Fiore, A. J., Nappy, M. K., Bernier, R., & Chapman, K. S. (2019). 

Perceived water insecurity among adults from urban and peri-urban haiti: A qualitative 

study. PloS One, 14(4), e0214790. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0214790 

Wutich, A., Budds, J., Eichelberger, L., Geere, J., M. Harris, L., A. Horney, J., . . . L. Young, S. 

(2017). Advancing methods for research on household water insecurity: Studying 

entitlements and capabilities, socio-cultural dynamics, and political processes, institutions 

and governance. Water Security, 2, 1-10. doi:10.1016/j.wasec.2017.09.001 

 

Detroit’s Water (In)Security: 

Ghere, R. K. (2017). Administrative narratives, human rights, and public ethics: The detroit 

water-shutoff case. Public Integrity: Symposium on the Social Practices of Human 

Rights, 19(2), 164-186. doi:10.1080/10999922.2016.1222229 

Kornberg, D. (2016). The structural origins of territorial stigma: Water and racial politics in 

metropolitan detroit, 1950s–2010s. International Journal of Urban and Regional 

Research, 40(2), 263-283. doi:10.1111/1468-2427.12343 

Racchie, J., Racchie, A., Powell, J., Lyons, L., Hardaway, & Ake, W. (2019). Water equity and 

security in detroit’s water and sewer district. Berkeley, CA: Hass institute for a fair and 

inclusive society. 
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Rall, A. (2018). Community organizing and the detroit water struggle: Report from the front 

lines. Journal of Progressive Human Services, 29(2), 103-129. 

doi:10.1080/10428232.2017.1412767 

Sampson, N., Price, C., Kassem, J., Doan, J., & Hussein, J. (2018). “We’re just sitting ducks”: 

Recurrent household flooding as an underreported environmental health threat in detroit’s 

changing climate. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public 

Health, 16(1), 6. doi:10.3390/ijerph16010006 

Wren Montgomery, A. (2017). Odette School of Business, & Windsor, C., N8Y 3L4.Think 

global, drink local: Field configuring interactions and the detroit water 

crisis doi:10.5465/AMBPP.2016.101 

 

Social Construction of Risk: 

Baake, K., & Kaempf, C. (2011). No longer "bullying the rhine:" Giving narrative a place in 

flood management. Environmental Communication, 5(4), 428-446. 

doi:10.1080/17524032.2011.610807 

Boholm, Å. (2009). Speaking of risk: Matters of context. Environmental Communication, 3(3), 

335-354. doi:10.1080/17524030903230132 

Geiger, B., & Eshet, Y. (2011). Two worlds of assessment of environmental health issues: The 

case of contaminated water wells in ramat ha-sharon. Journal of Risk Research, 14(1), 125-

139. doi:10.1080/13669877.2010.505688 

Getchell, M. (2018). Chaos theory and emergent behavior in the west virginia water 

crisis. Journal of International Crisis and Risk Communication Research, 1(2), 173-200. 

doi:10.30658/jicrcr.1.2.1 

Mundorf, C. A., & Lichtveld, M. Y. (2018). Using community-based, ethnographic methods to 

examine risk perceptions and actions of low-income, first-time mothers in a post-spill 

environment. Journal of Risk Research, 21(3), 308-322. 

doi:10.1080/13669877.2016.1200656 

Paveglio, T., Carroll, M. S., Absher, J. D., & Norton, T. (2009). Just blowing smoke? residents' 

social construction of communication about wildfire. Environmental Communication, 3(1), 

76-94. doi:10.1080/17524030802704971 

Scherer, C. W., & Cho, H. (2003). A social network contagion theory of risk perception. Risk 

Analysis, 23(2), 261-267. doi:10.1111/1539-6924.00306 

Spoel, P., & Den Hoed, R. C. (2014). Places and people: Rhetorical constructions of 

"community" in a candian environmental risk assessment. Environmental 

Communication, 8(3), 267-285. doi:10.1080/17524032.2013.850108 

Van Dyke, M. S., & King, A. J. (2020). Dialogic communication practices of water district 

officials: Insights from practitioner interviews. Environmental Communication, 14(2), 147-

154. doi:10.1080/17524032.2019.1705365 


